Open Call & Guidelines
CATALYST 2022
Development of Work

What is CATALYST?
Catalyst is an initiative from Dance Ireland and Dublin Circus Project and funded by the Arts
Council of Ireland which is designed to provide an incubation opportunity for circus maker(s),
multi-discipline dance artists, creators, collectives, and national performing arts companies who
are focusing on seeding and developing new work.
Catalyst is a series of 2 enhanced, fully resourced, 2-week residencies at DanceHouse in
March/April 2022. Catalyst supports a model where artists are valued and paid and where
makers receive the support and resources they need in a creative process to experiment, develop
and work collaboratively.
To achieve this, Dublin Circus Project, funded by the Arts Council, is offering a variety of support,
which includes access to a rigging technician, a €1,200 award which covers artists’ fees and
expenses and a €2000 award which covers the expense of working with a mentor. In addition,
Dance Ireland and Dublin Circus Project will offer in-kind support such as advice, administration
and documentation. The artist will also engage with the circus and dance community and other
segments of the arts community as relevant to their practice while they are in residence at
DanceHouse.

Who is Catalyst for?
Catalyst will focus on makers who require a nuanced and resourced environment in order to
realise their potential, especially when the work under development involves a cast and
collaborators. This opportunity is aimed at makers who need time and space to begin the
incubation process of a new ambitious idea, or to further investigate and develop an idea that has
great artistic merit.

What to expect from Catalyst
Catalyst can be used to resource a transition period for a maker, which would not otherwise be
possible. Performers will need to identify a mentor prior to their application. Catalyst is an
investment from Dance Ireland and Dublin Circus Project in risk and exploration. Catalyst is not
necessarily for the creation of a fully developed work for performance, but artists will be requested
to perform an open rehearsal or studio session, hold a symposium, workshop, pre-release or
similar event at some point during their residency.

How to apply for Catalyst
To apply, please fill out the application form. Keep in mind the application guidelines (below) and
the overall aims of Catalyst as laid out above when filling in your application. Further questions
can be posed by email to the Programme Manager.
The call is open from the 10th of November and will close at 5pm on the 10th of December
2021.
Late submissions will not be considered.
Questions can be posed by email to catalyst@dublincircusproject.com

Assessment Criteria
Eligibility:
●
●

You must be a current Dublin Circus Project and/or Dance Ireland member.
Proposals will be shortlisted by Dance Ireland and Dublin Circus Project, based on:
○
Applicant’s track record to date considering career stage and depth of experience
○
Proposed mentor(s)
○
Artistic ethos and ambition of the applicant’s project
○
Benefits that participating in the programme offers the artist

●

Shortlisted proposals will be considered by a panel composed of Dublin Circus Project
Manager & Board, Dance Ireland Executive, and externals. This panel may choose to
meet with shortlisted applicants as part of the consideration process.

Evaluation:
Proposals will be shortlisted by Dance Ireland and Dublin Circus Project, based on the following
criteria:
●
Artistic output to date
●
Quality of the proposal
●
Feasibility of the proposal
●
Proposed mentor(s)
●
Artistic ethos and ambition
●
Impact on the artist and their career trajectory if successful
Shortlisted proposals will be considered by a panel comprised of Dublin Circus Project, Dance
Ireland, and externals. This panel will meet with shortlisted applicants as part of the
consideration process.

Timeline:
●
●
●
●

Application window: November 10 - December 10th 2021.
Shortlisting decisions will be communicated by Early January 2022.
Interviews will take place shortly after shortlisting.
Feedback is an important part of sector development. Feedback on applications will be
facilitated by Dublin Circus Project and Dance Ireland Executive on request from
February 2022.

Questions can be posed by email to catalyst@dublincircusproject.com

Application Guidelines
PLEASE NOTE
1.

2.
3.
4.

The dates for the Catalyst residencies to be undertaken in DanceHouse are set to be
undertaken for two weeks (Mon 21 - Fri 25 March, and Mon 28 of March - Fri 1 of April
2022). Applicants should be available to use the studio provided during these dates. The
studio is available part-time for two weeks, or full time for one week. Full time means from
10am to 6pm, Monday to Friday, for the two weeks.
We cannot fund a capital gain or investment for the artist.
Please be specific and realistic about your needs from Dublin Circus Project in terms of
administrative support.
You should include samples of previous work. Previous work does not have to be dance or
circus work – the most important aspect is that you are the creator and/or director.

TO APPLY
a. to d. Please provide full contact details.
e. Artist biography and summary of past work (max. 1,000 characters/approx. 170 words)
f. Describe your proposal and what you want to achieve during this residency. Please be specific
and realistic about your goals and ambitions. State your primary purpose during this residency as
well as your objectives. Explain your choice of mentors and how they will contribute to your stated
objectives.
g. We ask that all our artists in residence share their work with a public audience. It can be
through a performance, a work-in-progress presentation, a talk with Q&A, an open rehearsal, etc.
Please indicate which outputs would be more beneficial to your project.
h. Please list any planned unavailability in 2022
i. Please let us know if you have any specific requirements
Required Supporting Documentation:
●
A detailed CV
●
Mentors CVs or biographies
●
Up to 5 examples of previous work.
Optional Supporting Documentation:
●
Up to 5 images
●
2 video links

Questions can be posed by email to catalyst@dublincircusproject.com

Nora Kelly-Lester by Graeme Coughlan - Catalyst 2021

Ali Stanger and Henrik Gard by Graeme Coughlan - Catalyst 2019

Maria Corcoran by Graeme Coughlan - Catalyst 2019

