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A member of:
Irish Street Arts, Circus and Spectacle Network (ISACS); Circus Works; The Wheel; and Caravan International
Youth and Social Circus Network.

Proudly Supported by:
The Arts Council of Ireland; Dublin City Council; and the Department of Tourism, Culture, Arts, Gaeltacht, Sport
and Media.
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PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE
To all our members, collaborators, and friends,
2020 has been both incredibly challenging and tremendously exciting for Dublin Circus Project. We launched
the #StayAtHomeCircus initiative, offered free online tutorials, and pursued our usual activities in between
lockdowns. Amidst the struggles we all had to face, we were able to finally find our new home. The new
Dublin Circus Centre in Cherry Orchard will enable us to better support our members while continuing our
growth as a key resource organisation for Circus in Ireland.
We started 2021 with a new board of directors whose combined skills and passion will drive DCP into the
future. We worked on planning for that future by developing with our members a new vision and mission,
supported by clarified core values. We finally opened our new space in June 2021 to welcome 5 artistic
residencies in collaboration with Dance Ireland.
Dublin Circus Project is dreaming of bigger and better, and we are now collaborating with all the circus
schools across the island of Ireland to advocate for the Circus arts and develop professional educational
opportunities for Circus artists in Ireland. Our team is looking forward to a bright 2021 and to all the exciting
opportunities ahead.
Thank you to all of our funders, donors and supporters for trusting and supporting our vision, and to all of
our members, students and audience members for giving it all a purpose.
Nathalie Clement
General Manager, Dublin Circus Project
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PLANNING FOR THE FUTURE
Aidan Ring by Graeme Coughlan

Our Vision:
To Dream Big, Achieve Excellence, and
Live Circus
Richard Brennan, Chairperson
Zsofia Ruskai, Director
Ebru Nuhoglu Reilly, Director
Alcarine Power, Director
Mary Weir, Director
Robert Kiernan, Director
Nathalie Clement, General Manager
Aoife Raleigh, Youth & Social Circus Coordinator

OUR CORE VALUES
Laura Ivers by Graeme Coughlan

● To strive for artistic excellence and creativity.
● To be fully equitable and inclusive of all regardless of
age, gender, race, ethnicity, sexual orientation, marital or
family status, religion, or abilities.
● To use the Circus Arts as a vehicle for social
development and change.
● To respond proactively to the needs of our community
and members.
● To promote mental and physical well-being through
Circus.
● To operate in an environmentally sustainable manner.
● To always reach out, connect and strive to build
meaningful and long lasting relationships.

OUR MISSION
Cicada Circus by Graeme Coughlan

● Develop artists by providing a training space, as well
as training, development and residency opportunities.
● Train youth and create opportunities for the new
generation of Circus artists.
● Enact social change by fostering life skills through the
experience of circus.
● Enable our wider community to express itself through
the arts.
● Deliver high quality Circus performances.
● Create working opportunities for associated artists.
● Advocate for the circus arts by collaborating with all
relevant

groups,

institutions.

organisations,

agencies

and

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT
Dublin Circus Project’s primary mission is to develop artists by providing a training space, as well as training,
development and residency opportunities.
In 2020, we provided 8 free weekly workshops for and by professional circus artists, and hosted 1
professional workshop on Acro-dance & Twisted Handstands and 5 courses of weekly classes: Flexibility,
Acroyoga, Trampoline and Acrobatics, and Clowning. We also offered 2 artistic residencies in collaboration
with Dance Ireland, and hosted 2 online Artist’s Talks.
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YOUTH CIRCUS
Dublin Circus Project runs a variety of youth circus training programmes for those aged 4 to 18 years old. We
work closely with various organisations and institutions, including playschools, primary schools, secondary
schools, community groups, home schools, summer schools, and more.
In 2020, we provided 6 courses of weekly classes and a transition year programme. We also offered a course
of 41 short circus tutorials available free of charge on our YouTube channel.
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Herbert Park Classes by Nathalie Clement
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SOCIAL CIRCUS
Social Circus is a powerful tool to help marginalised groups become active citizens and acquire social skills
while expressing their own creativity in a supportive environment.
In 2020, we provided weekly classes in Clondalkin Towers and workshops in Foroige Autism Friendly Book
Club, Charlemont Summer Project, Cherry Orchard Equine Youth Service, Blakestown Mountview Educational
Opportunities Program, Ballyfermot Youth Service, FamiliBase and Crosscare Thornview. We also launched
the first ever Mother Tongues Festival 2020.

188

Children
Taught

10

Classes

34

Workshops

9

Tutors
Employed

9

Rockﬁeld Park Classes by Nathalie Clement
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